Medicaid and managed care: meeting the reproductive health needs of low-income women.
State Medicaid programs have increasingly turned to managed care with hopes of controlling spending while improving access to care. The move to managed care has significant implications for the provision of reproductive health services--family planning, abortion, sterilization, sexually transmitted diseases, and maternity care. However, the delivery of reproductive health services in a Medicaid managed care environment is wrought with many difficulties. The complexity inherent in Medicaid policy, the changing world of managed care, and the health and social needs of the Medicaid population are compounded by the sensitive nature of reproductive health needs.